
Unit 1 Instructional Strategies  
 
Students continue to use manipulatives such as hundreds charts and place-value 
charts. Teachers should have students use a number line to block off the 
numbers in different colors. Strategies used to add and subtract two-digit 
numbers are now applied to fluently add and subtract whole numbers within 
1000. These strategies should be discussed so that students can make 
comparisons and move toward efficient methods. 
 
Students are to draw picture graphs in which a symbol or picture represents 
more than one object. Bar graphs are drawn with intervals greater than one. Ask 
questions that require students to compare quantities and use mathematical 
concepts and skills. Use symbols on picture graphs that student can easily 
represent half of, or know how many half of the symbol represents.  
 
Students need experience problem-solving involving equal groups (whole 
unknown or size of group is unknown) and multiplicative comparison (unknown 
product, group size unknown or number of groups unknown) as shown in Table 2 
of the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, page 89. No attempt 
should be made to teach the abstract structure of these problems.  
Encourage students to solve these problems in different ways to show the same 
idea and be able to explain their thinking verbally and in written expression. 
Allowing students to present several different strategies provides the opportunity 
for them to compare strategies.  
 


